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 Treasurer’s Two Cents  

New member Brandon Cornish of San Ramon joined the club in time to participate in the club’s 
Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest on Halloween, where he took Second Place with his angry pumpkin 
head!  We hope to see Brandon again soon at another club dive.  
 
As we will not host a holiday party this year because of COVID-19 restrictions, our membership 
renewal incentive will work a little differently this year.  Attached at the end of this newsletter is the 
membership application.  We want to encourage you to renew in December!  A large portion of your 
dues goes towards our annual Christmas donation to the Pacific Grove Hyperbaric Chamber.  If you 
complete the application and mail it in with a check for your dues by December 15th, you will be 
entered in a drawing for a complimentary 2021 MBSO membership.  One membership will be given 
away for every ten renewals received and winners will be notified by Christmas.  Contact me with 
questions at treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org.  Please renew early!  
 
Walan Chang, Treasurer

 
No general meetings for November and December 

 
November 28th, Saturday, 8:00 a.m.*  Club Dive, Butterfly House, Carmel 

 
December 9th, Friday, 5:00 p.m.*  After-Work Dive, Coral Street, Pacific Grove 

 
December 31st, Thursday, New Year’s Eve Dive (Proposed) 

 
RED indicates change from original calendar 

 
* All times are for mandatory check-in – divers must be geared up for the briefing 30 

minutes later. 
 

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator !!! 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE MONTEREY BAY SEA OTTERS DIVE CLUB 

 

file:///C:/Users/Dinca/Documents/SeaOttersDiveClub/WWW.MONTEREYBAYSEAOTTERS.ORG
mailto:treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org
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Minute to Minute 

A MBSO Board meeting was held on November 19, 2020. In attendance were President – Mark 
Holman, Vice President - Tom Hubbard, Treasurer – Walan Chang, Safety Officer – Randy Phares, 
Dive Coordinator – Corey Penrose, Newsletter Editor and Interim Secretary– Matt Denecour, and 
Activities Director - Scott McReynolds. 
 
The board decided on a new notification system for divers RSVPing so that we could make sure we 
know who is coming.  We will now ask divers to email the dive coordinator with a contact phone 
number– marking “Going” on Facebook is no longer sufficient. 
 
We reviewed our past three dives and planned for the upcoming two this year.  We are thinking of 
adding a New Year’s Eve dive.  Planning for the 2021 calendar is underway for dives and speakers. 
 
Board meetings will now be on the third Thursday of each month at 7:30, however, our next board 
meeting will be December 21 at 7:30. 
 
To join us for the next MBSO Board meeting, please use the information below. Join Zoom Meeting 
https://guidewire.zoom.us/j/3695637319?pwd=UGpnQWE3ZEdORW41WjV3VjQ5cHJ5QT09 
  
 

Thought DDT was ‘Over”?  Wrong…. 
 

Catalina is a favorite dive destination, especially for those of us lucky enough to be able to drive down 
to where the boats depart.  Lately, researchers using submersibles have confirmed decades-old 
rumors that barrels laced with DDT were dumped just off the pristine island.  How many?  It could be 
as high as 500,000!  It is perhaps too early to know about the hazards posed, but it gives one pause 
when thinking about eating lobsters and fish caught in the area.  This even links back to our local 
condors, who scavenge marine mammals effected by DDT bioaccumulation. 
 
Los Angles was the site of a large DDT factory, and the then-legal methods of disposing of industrial 
waste would never be allowed now.  In fact, there is already a Superfund site related to this factory 
just offshore of Palos Verdes.  The barrels of waste were meant to be dumped in deeper waters, but 
apparently someone got lazy, or greedy. 
 
This is an amazing story, and I encourage you all to click the link below and take a look. 
 
https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-coast-ddt-dumping-ground/ 
 
 

 

 

 

https://guidewire.zoom.us/j/3695637319?pwd=UGpnQWE3ZEdORW41WjV3VjQ5cHJ5QT09
https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-coast-ddt-dumping-ground/
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The Best Scuba Diving in Big Sur, California 

This rugged coastline offers top-tier underwater experiences. 

COVID-19 travel restrictions and border closings are constantly evolving. There is no guarantee that 
the dive sites mentioned within this article will be open at your time of travel. 

 

 

A variety of anemones abound off Big Sur, while blue rockfish enjoy the scenery. 

Millions of tourists visit Big Sur, the über-scenic stretch of central California’s coastline with plunging 
cliffs and craggy rocks jutting from the sea. Their focus is driving the winding roadway, not diving into 
the wild Pacific Ocean beside it. Even among scuba die-hards who regularly dive nearby Monterey, 
only a couple hundred each year plunge into Big Sur’s sometimes surly, often fog-shrouded waters. 
It’s truly an underappreciated diving frontier for those ready for a challenge. 

If You Have One Day 

Undergo your Big Sur baptism at Diablo Pinnacles and Lobos Rocks. The former features a huge 
kelp forest, canyons and mini walls in 75 to 100 feet with abundant anemones, sea stars, rockfish and 
lingcod. The latter site showcases dozens of playful sea lions keen to volunteer as dive buddies. The 
goggle-eyed aqua acrobats are so entertaining, some people never see the rest of the site. Cap a 
perfect day by masquerading as tourists. Drive south on Highway 1 to catch the sunset, gaze out to 
the speck of ocean you explored, then celebrate in style atop the cliffs at Nepenthe or Rocky Point 
Restaurant. 

https://www.scubadiving.com/scuba-diving-coronavirus
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If You Have Two Days 

Hop on Monterey Blue Diving’s inflatable to get out to Flintstones fast. Plummet from 60 to beyond 
150 feet down a monolithic wall decorated with vibrant sponges, tunicates, zoanthids, orange and 
purple hydrocorals, and gorgonians. Next, swim through imposing granite portals at Twin Arches, or 
concentrate on No Name Reef’s marvelous macro — nudis, painted greenlings sheltering in spotted 
rose anemones, decorator crabs and strawberry anemone fields forever. Save enough energy to hike 
in Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park or horseback-ride along the beach in Andrew Molera State Park. 

If You Have Three Days 

For maximum bottom time in difficult-to-access territory south of Point Sur, book a multiday Truth 
Aquatics * liveaboard trip to dive stunning sites such as Haystacks and Pfeiffer Pinnacle. Maybe you’ll 
even take home a lump of real jade as a souvenir from Jade Cove. Tec divers with top-notch skills will 
pray to jump on deep, legendary Schmeider Bank. An alternative three-day strategy is to dive your 
brains out for two days, then relax and experience Monterey above the waves — kayak, whale-watch, 
visit Monterey Bay Aquarium, and wine and dine along Cannery Row. 

Need to Know 

When to Go: Summer and fall are generally best for the sea conditions required to dive weather-
dependent Big Sur. 

Dive Conditions: Drysuits are recommended for the 45 to 55 degree water. Current is unpredictable 
and can be strong, just like the surge. This is advanced intermediate to extreme diving. 

Operators: Monterey Blue Diving is a great choice for customized day trips.  

*Check availability with Truth Aquatics. 

Source:  Scubadiving.com By Brandon Cole July 4, 2018  

 

November/December Meeting 

We do not have any meetings scheduled until January. 

 

Past Meeting Recap 

Our October meeting is when we showcase photos and videos from our members.  It’s always fun to 
hear about others’ dive trips and see some of the cool things that they saw. 
 
Scott McReynolds shared photos from a Fiji trip that he did a few years ago.  Of course, Fiji is known 
for its beautiful soft corals and abundant fish life. 
 

http://www.montereyblue.com/
https://www.scubadiving.com/authors/brandon-cole
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Valerie Saidman had a slide show that highlighted her trips to Lembeh, and Raja Ampat (Tulemben).  
Valerie is quite proficient and if you would like to enjoy these photos, I recommend you visit her 
website - https://www.vsaidman.photography/browse. 
Walan and Randy had pics from their Philippines trip to Danin, Bohol, and Moalboal.   
 
Tara included pics from her REEF trip to Belize to do lionfish surveys. 
 
Usually, we enjoy some input from intrepid diver, Ardele.  However, the technology gremlins won the 
day and stymied us.  We will have to wait until next October to see those. 
 
Matt Denecour 

 

Safety First 

Dive computer display led to running out of gas 
A dive computer displayed unnecessary and confusing detail 

REPORTED STORY: 

 

I am a master instructor with >1,200 dives, and was diving with a master diver trainee and newly qualified 

instructor (<120 dives). The deck hand asked if my tank had been changed. Previously, the crew had swapped 

my tank for a full one as soon as I came on board. I told them I'd checked my air and the tank pressure was 234 

bar. 

 

Off I went and, shortly after, the other two followed. 

Down at 16 m (~50 ft) and still descending, I felt my 

tank going dry (increasingly harder to draw air) checked 

my gauge and yep, I was out of air! I looked up then 

looked at my buddies, both about 4-5m away (12-15 ft). I 

started tapping my tank, the instructor ignored me but the 

trainee looked up, so I gave the out of air signal, we 

swam toward each other and I took her primary regulator 

as she grabbed her octopus. We surfaced, the instructor 

(who was my dive guide) came up with us. The surface 

crew swapped my tank and off we went to finish our 

dive. 

 

So what happened? Well, I am in my early fifties and recently started wearing plus 1 reading glasses. I don't 

need them underwater due to magnification when the mask is underwater, however as I was gearing up I did not 

have my glasses on, and when I checked my dive computer and read 234 bar, in fact it was 23.4 bar. The 

decimal point on the display is minute, and I couldn't see it. 

COMMENT: 

Tank pressures will vary with temperature and will change slightly when a tank is left in the sun, or when a 

diver enters the water, due to temperature change. Therefore, this level of detail when displaying tank pressure 

is unnecessary in a personal dive computer and may lead to confusion in any diver, but especially if a diver's 

eyesight is less than 20/20. 

https://www.vsaidman.photography/browse
https://media.dan.org/mdn/22707.jpg
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Aside from that, it is also a good idea to return to the boat with 50 bar remaining in the tank. Returning with just 

23 bar does not leave much room for dealing with the unexpected. 

 

~ Peter Buzzacott, MPH, PhD 

 
Randy Phares, Safety Officer 
Source:  DAN.com 

 

Scheduled Club Dives  

 
All times are for mandatory check-in – divers must be geared up for the briefing 30 minutes 

later. 
 

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator !! 

Club Dive, Saturday, November 28th, 8:00 a.m. Butterfly House, Carmel 

Butterfly House is located at the intersection of Scenic Road and Stewart Way in Carmel-by- the-Sea. 
There is a large expensive house there with an odd roof that resembles a butterfly perched on the 
rocks overlooking a small cove. Parking is on the street and then we access the beach by an eroding 
goat path down to the water. There are no restrooms at this site, so if you are diving dry you may 
want to stop in to the port-a-potty located just along the road in at Carmel River Beach. We will meet 
up at the intersection and observe conditions before doing a briefing and gearing up. The goat path to 
the water is not for the meek, so it is one of the more difficult dives we will attempt this year. However, 
the site is beautiful and one of the nicest shore dives in Carmel. There are very large granite 
pinnacles and chutes to explore. There are large and abundant fish species here as well as lots of 
invertebrate life. This is a good dive to bring your camera and, if the visibility looks promising, a wide-
angle lens.  

If this site is not diveable, we will retreat to our backup site, San Carlos Beach. Please post on 
Facebook if you are attending and if we do change the dive location we will post on Facebook and 
you can be notified of the change.  

RSVP if you are coming on the MBSO Facebook page or by email to 
info@montereybayseaotters.org, and meet at the intersection of Scenic and Stewart. 

 

 

After-Work Dive, Wednesday, December 9th, 5:00 p.m.  Coral Street Beach, Pacific Grove 

Coral St. is a great location for a night dive.  At night the fish, attracted by our dive lights, come out of 
their usual hidey-holes.  This dive is a fish enthusiast’s delight as we typically see cabezon, lingcod, 

mailto:info@montereybayseaotters.org
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and rockfish.  I have also found it to be a wonderful spot to get up close and personal with purple sea 
urchins.  Who doesn’t love those?!  
 
We will meet at the corner of Coral and Ocean View at 6:00 p.m. to check out conditions and do a 
briefing.  After that, we will don our gear and make our way out into the protected cove. This is not a 
difficult dive, but there are some rocks in close to be avoided.  
We have had great success here at night and I think this is a great time to come out and dive it.  
 
General Guidelines for After Work & Night Dives: To participate in after work dives or night dives, 

divers must carry a minimum of two lights, one main light and one marker light (usually attached to 

the tank valve).  The dive must be terminated if a person experiences a malfunction of his/her light(s).  
That is why carrying three lights is strongly recommended so that dive team can continue the dive if 
one diver’s light ceases to function.  For everyone’s diving pleasure, the club would like to thank all 
participants for adhering to these recommendations for club dives.  
 

RSVP if you are coming on the MBSO Facebook page or by email to 
info@montereybayseaotters.org, and meet at the benches overlooking the beach 

 

New Year’s Eve Dive? 
 
COVID-19 restrictions continue to disrupt normal activities, and many club members have had their 
lives upended this year.  We expect that the holiday gatherings will remain severely curtailed into 
2021.  Your club board has come up with a novel way to end 2020 on a positive note, and is 
proposing our first New Year’s Eve club dive!  Ideally, we would be underwater at midnight, but that 
will depend on whether or not the local curfew has been lifted by then.  If the curfew is extended, the 
backup plan is a dusk dive, so everyone is back home in time to meet curfew.  We will identify the site 
based on conditions as the date draws closer, and you are welcome to suggest sites when you 
RSVP.  We will have refreshments after the dive for an outdoor post-dive toast to a better 2021.  If 
this sounds like a fun way to spend New Year’s Eve, please RSVP to Dive Coordinator Corey at 
divecoordinator@montereybayseaotters.org so he can keep you updated.  This special event is only 
open to club members and you must RSVP to attend since participation will be limited to comply with 
local county orders.  Hope to see you underwater soon!  
 
Walan Chang  

 

 

 

Previous Dives  

South Monastery 
 

mailto:info@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:divecoordinator@montereybayseaotters.org
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It was a typical Monterey Bay area morning, overcast with a bit of moisture in the air. Four divers 
arrived at 8 to access conditions, Chris Hill, Gio Minnelli, Manuel Jimenez, and me, along with our 
beach marshal, Tom Hubbard. There was about a 1-2-foot swell, but we determined that the site was 
diveable, if entry and exit were timed properly. We geared up and I gave the dive/safety briefing, 
reminding everyone that conditions can change rapidly without warning, so be prepared for 
unanticipated events. If you have ever done at dive at Monastery, then you know that entry and exit 
can be dicey. I strongly recommended that we all enter and exit the water with our regulators in our 
mouths.  
We split into dive teams…Chris and Gio as one team and Manuel and me as the other. We all 
entered the water without incident and headed to the kelp patch that was to our north. Manuel and I 
descended together and began our dive. We were quite pleased to see that the kelp was very thick 
on the rocks we swam over, and there were a lot of juvenile senorita and rock fish taking refuge there. 
We also saw blue and black rockfish, a copper rockfish, and a china rockfish, sharing a hole in the 
rocks with a very large decorator crab. There were patches of rock where the urchins had taken over 
and the kelp was gone, but the topography was beautiful to see and the visibility was over 20ft. 

 
We turned the dive at half a 
tank and began our exit as we 
got near shore, regs in our 
mouths. Manuel got his fins off 
in a timely manner and made 
his exit. I struggled 
momentarily to get my second 
fin off and that is when the 
next set of waves hit, knocking 
me down into that soft, wet 
sand. The waves tossed me 
around for what seemed like 
minutes but was only about 30 
seconds. I remained calm and 
relaxed, knowing that I would 
eventually be spat back on the 
beach in a position that would 
allow me to crawl out. Tom 
and Manuel assisted me once 
I got on the beach and we 

headed back to our vehicles to remove our Monastery sand (more like pebbles!) laden gear. We were 
joined by Chris and Gio shortly after we returned. They reported an excellent dive as well. 
 
Monastery Beach, north or south, is an awesome, advanced dive site. It is best to dive this site only 
when conditions allow for a safe entry and exit. But conditions there can change unexpectantly so 
please, be prepared! 
 
Randy Phares 
 

 
Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest Spurs Spirited Competition 
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Halloween fell on Saturday this year, perfect for our annual Pumpkin Carving Contest.  The weather 
cooperated, with a mild and sunny morning at San Carlos Beach where Treasurer Walan and Safety 
Officer Randy got things set up for the contest.  Randy brought a pumpkin, eager to test his 
underwater carving skills for the first time.  Last year’s champion, Wayne Pagcu, arrived with new 
ideas, eager to defend his title.  Activities Director Corey also showed up, bringing a pumpkin suitable 
for the mini-carving division, had 
we had such a category.  Finally, 
new club member Brandon Cornish 
joined the contest this year, wood 
carving tools in hand.  
  
After verifying very calm conditions, 
the four competitors teamed up 
and suited up.  Corey gave the dive 
briefing, which was quite simple, 
given today’s mission.   Randy 
added the safety briefing, 
emphasizing safety strategies in 
the presence of sharp tools.  Walan 
then reviewed the contest rules, 
including the requirement to take 
an intact pumpkin underwater, 
complete all work underwater, and 
the need to retain the pumpkin lid to remain eligible to compete.  Wayne and Randy were the first to 
enter the water, swimming out to a kelp bed and doing their work at a depth of 30 ft.  Corey and 
Brandon followed about 15 minutes later, also headed for the same kelp bed.  The divers took 
between 30 and 50 minutes to complete their creations and surface, pumpkins in tow. 
 
Once everyone was back, Walan set their pumpkins up for 
judging.  Other divers and passersby were the judges, voting 

for their 
favorite.  
Wayne 
carved a 
shark with 
menacing 
teeth and 
used part of 
the pumpkin 
to make a 
dorsal fin.  
Randy’s 
creation was 
a Halloween 
cat, complete 
with whiskers.  
Corey chose a traditional pumpkin head, complete 
with the pumpkin’s innards dripping out of the mouth.  
Newcomer Brandon carved an angry pumpkin head, 
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with a multi-layered design that caught the eyes of many judges.  After an hour of voting, the results 
were close, very close.  Randy’s pumpkin cat took Third Place, while Brandon’s pumpkin head took 
Second Place.  Wayne’s pumpkin shark earned him First Place, allowing him to successfully defend 
his title and making him a two-time winner in our annual contest.  It was clear that all the competitors 
did a great job, as there was only a one vote difference between each winner!   
 
This year, there were two pumpkin carving contests at San Carlos 
Beach.  The other competition was slightly different, as competitors 

were allowed to carve 
the lid and clean out the 
pumpkin before even 
entering the water, 
eliminating half the 
challenge before divers 
even get wet!  The Sea 
Otters will continue its 
Pumpkin Carving 
Contest next year with the same rules, so if you’re up for a 
more competitive and fun event, come join us next year 
on Saturday, October 30th, 2021, and try to out-carve 
current two-time champion Wayne Pagcu!  
Congratulations to all participants, and we look forward to 
seeing what you come up with for next year’s contest!  
 
Walan Chang 
 
 

Night Dive, McAbee Beach, Monterey 
 

OH WHAT A NIGHT….Do Wa Do.  This was the best night dive I have done on the Monterey 
Peninsula in recent years. In attendance, as the safety team, was Mark Holman with his dog, Terry, 
and Walan Chang and Randy Phares.  Divers were Kevin Siring and myself, Manuel Jimenez Jr.  The 
sea was calm with no surf, the moon was out, and it was low tide.  The sky had a hint of rain.  By the 
end of the dive it had rained on Walan and Randy.  
 
We encountered plenty of fish.  Some of what we saw was the spreckled sanddab, blue rockfish, 
lingcod, blackeyed goby, and starry rockfish.  The rockfish were up to 12” in length.  The lingcod were 
longer.  We also saw plenty of sea stars, purple urchins, large red urchins, aggregating anemone, 
and of course crabs.  No large crabs.  The largest crab I saw was about the size of a baseball, not 
large like the ones you find at the Breakwater. 
 
The surprise find of the night was when Kevin spotted a group of coonstripe shrimp.  These little 
creatures were beautiful!  They were about 2” long.  They had two antennae the same length as their 
body.  Some were stripped yellow and black, others were gold and black.  They appeared to have red 
eyes, but that was probably caused by the reflection of red color off the rocks covered with red plant 
life.  We watched them move about in a small area.  They would jump about five inches from one spot 
to the next, never swimming away.  Oh, watch out for the brown sea nettle jellyfish.  We gave them 
plenty of clearance! 
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Just as we finished watching the 
coonstripe shrimp, along came Mr. 
Harbor Seal.  He stayed with us for about 
10 minutes. He was five feet long and as 
fat as a harbor seal could get. As we 
worked our way through the 8’ rocks with 
our flashlights, he would spot the smaller 
fish that our lights shinned on and then 
PRESTO, he had his dinner.  Smart guy. 
 
We also found the old sardine factory 
pipelines. We looked inside but nobody 
was home. 
 
We found evidence of pollution in the way 
of an old truck tire and a large glass Coke 
bottle.  The neck of the bottle was broken 
off and small critters had made 
themselves a home in the bottom half. 
 
This dive was for 55 minutes, maximum 
depth was 34 feet, water temp. was 54 degrees. 
 
When we returned to shore Walan and Randy met us with a hot cup of sweet, spicy tea from Peet’s 
Coffee and a Biscotti cookie with chocolate and almonds.  Boy what a treat. 
 
Looking forward to more dives with the Monterey Bay Sea Otters Club. 
 
Manuel Jimenez Jr. 
Photo by Walan Chang 
 
 

Other Dive Related Opportunities 

 
Sometimes it’s nice to splash in a new, exciting destination.  Due to the Coronavirus situation, please 
verify these dates and destinations with the organizational sponsor. 
 
Backscatter 
Lightroom Immersion Workshop Little Cayman  November 28-December 5, December 5-12 
 
See our business sponsors page for contact info! 
 

Classes 
 
Aquarius Dive Shop  www.aquariusdivers.com 
We can arrange classes for practically any PADI specialty to suit your requirements. Please call (831) 
375-1933 for more information. 

http://www.aquariusdivers.com/
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Bamboo Reef  www.bambooreef.com 
Open Water Class usually begins the third Tuesday of the month. Bamboo Reef welcomes 
arrangements for one-on-one instruction. In addition, any specialty or advanced course can be set up 
with a minimum of two divers. Please call (831) 372-1685 for more information. 

CSUMB – NAUI certification and classes. 

Cannery Row Aquatics  www.canneryrowaquatics.com 

This is the business now open where Breakwater Scuba used to be.  Check their website for more 
information. 

 

Membership 

The MONTEREY BAY SEA OTTERS  
 

• Promote diving for education and pleasure, under observation of the highest safety standards.  

• Provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information, education, and training.  

• Strongly encourage continuing education, environmental conservation, good sportsmanship, 

and cooperation with all other users of the marine environment.  

• Provide a network of dive buddies who believe in the ideals of this club.  

• Please follow link to the club website for more information or email: 

info@montereybayseaotters.org 

 

MBSO Club Dive Guidance 

The Monterey Bay Sea Otters dive club welcomes all certified divers to join club dives. For the diving 
pleasure of all participants, divers shall adhere to the following recommendations set forth by the club: 
 
A diver may participate as a guest for one dive, after which they are encouraged to officially join the 
club and pay the yearly dues. If a diver has not participated in a cold-water dive during the past 6 
months or exhibits irresponsible or unsafe behavior, the Beach Marshal may exclude them from the 
club dive and refer the diver to a local dive shop for an equipment check and refresher course. 
 
Attendance at the dive briefing is mandatory for participants. 
 
All club dives will also be posted on our Facebook page and also a reminder email with more details 
will be sent out a few days before the dive.  Please note that in order to better prepare for these dives, 
we kindly ask that if you are in fact planning on attending a club dive, let us know prior to the dive.  We 
would like to encourage divers to bring along a mesh bag to club dives, in order to assist in collecting 
any trash found in the ocean.   
  
If we have to change dive location or cancel a dive, the Dive Coordinators (Corey Penrose and David 
Moore) will send out an email to all club members and the divers/guests, who already contacted them.  
 

http://www.bambooreef.com/
http://www.canneryrowaquatics.com/
http://www.montereybayseaotters.org/
mailto:info@montereybayseaotters.org
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General Guidelines For After Work & Night Dives: 
 
To participate in after work dives or night dives, divers must carry a minimum of two lights: one main 
light and a back-up light.  In addition, divers should attach a colored marker light to their tank 
valve.  Be sure to check your batteries before you arrive. 
 
For everyone’s diving pleasure the club would like to thank all participants for adhering to these 
recommendations for club dives. 
 

Editor’s Note 

The Otter Limits arrives just in time to get you excited for our monthly meeting and remind you of our 
upcoming dives.  In an attempt to provide a steady publication date, all material, and reports, need to 
be submitted to the editor no later than the 3rd Wednesday of each month for publication. Any SCUBA 
related articles are welcomed and appreciated and will be included as space allows. Any high-quality 
underwater pictures are appreciated. Please email to newslettereditor@montereybayseaotters.org.   
 
The newsletter has a section for member-led events.  If you have an idea, please submit it to a board 
member for inclusion. 
 

Other Events 

These events are not hosted or sponsored by the Monterey Bay Sea Otters. 

 

Old neoprene 

Is your old wetsuit or neoprene drysuit not doing its job anymore?  Bring it to Adam at Bamboo Reef 
for recycling.  You will keep it out of the landfill and your old neoprene will become a nice yoga mat. 

Urchins! 
 
Do you want to find out what is being done about the urchin infestation?  Sign-up with the Giant Kelp 
Restoration project for the newsletter at G2kr.com.  You can sign up as a volunteer diver as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:charmaine@montereybayseaotters.org
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Board of Directors - 2020 

PRESIDENT      Mark Holman president@montereybayseaotters.org 

VICE PRESIDENT      Tom Hubbard                     vicepresident@montereybayseaotters.org 

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR      Scott McReynolds activitiesdirector@montereybayseaotters.org 

CO-DIVE COORDINATOR      Corey Penrose  divecoordinator@montereybayseaotters.org 

CO-DIVE COORDINATOR                          David Moore  

SECRETARY      Kris Paulsen secretary@montereybayseaotters.org 

TREASURER      Walan Chang treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org 

SAFETY OFFICER       Randy Phares safetyofficer@montereybayseaotters.org 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR       Matthew Denecour newslettereditor@montereybayseaotters.org 

http://montereybayseaotters.org/ Webmaster –  Corey Penrose                                 Facebook 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Sponsors 

mailto:president@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:vicepresident@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:activitiesdirector@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:divecoordinator@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:tara@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:Louis@montereybayseaotters.org
mailto:charmaine@montereybayseaotters.org
http://montereybayseaotters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/82397601942/
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    See you next month, Sea Otters! 
 
 

Free air fills to club members. Limit 2 per day. 

10% discount on merchandise

 

 

 
Phone: (831) 375-1933  

Dive Conditions Line: (831) 657-1020 
Free air fills to club members.  20% discount on gear 

servicing 

Kindly donating coffee for the MBSO beach clean-ups  
 

 

 
 

 

Call for special MBSO pricing
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MONTEREY BAY SEA OTTERS 
 Membership Application 

Mail applications and dues to: MBSO, PO Box 2235, Monterey CA 93942 
 

Membership: ___ New Annual Dues: ___ $25 Single 
            ___ Renewal   ___ $35 Family 

___ $35 Business  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 

Other Names(s) (Business or family members at 

same address): ____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: __________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________ 

Cell/Home Phone: _________________________ 

Work Phone: _____________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________ 

Birthdate: ________________________________ 

Dive Certification Agency: ___________________ 

Level: _________ Number: __________________ 

Years of Diving: _______ In Monterey: _________ 

Emergency Contact: ________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________________ 

Relationship: _____________________________ 

What club activities can you assist with? 

__ Club Officer __ Event Coordinator 

__ Beach Marshal __ Short-term Projects 

__ Other: _________________________________ 

What club activities would you join? 

__ Boat dives  __ Technical dives 

__ Shore dives  __ Spear fishing 

__ Local trips (Channel Islands, Jade Cove, etc.) 

__ International trips (Cozumel, Philippines, etc.) 

__ Other: ________________________________ 

What speakers and topics would you like? 

__ Professionals (photographers, businesses, etc.) 

__ Education (Aquarium, MBARI, MLML, etc.) 

__ Citizen Science (Reef Check, First Flush, etc.)  

__ Equipment (manufacturers, repair shops, etc.) 

__ Other: _________________________________ 

How did you find us?  __ Website __ Facebook 

__ Club member __ Dive magazine/paper 

__ Other: _________________________________ 

Other Comments: 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

 

Signature: _______________________________________ Date:   ___________________ 

IMPORTANT!  Please complete and sign waiver on the back side! 
 For Office Use: Dues $ _______ Cash/Check    ____ Club card        ____ Name badge ____ Welcome email 

  Date Rcvd ______________     ____ Club Roster    ____ Newsletter         ____ FB Friend Website Other 
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Monterey Bay Sea Otters Dive Club 

Waiver and Release Agreement for Recreational Diving 

READ CAREFULLY!  EACH DIVER MUST INITIAL AND SIGN A SEPARATE 

WAIVER FORM. 

 

I, (Print Name) ________________________________________________, hereby declare that I am a certified 

scuba diver, trained in safe diving practices, and am aware of the inherent hazards of skin and scuba diving. 

Certification Level: ________________ Agency: __________ Number: __________________________ 

 

_____ I declare that I am in good mental and physical fitness for diving, and that while I am involved in diving 

or diving related activities, I will not be under the influence of alcohol nor will I be under the influence of any 

drugs that may be contraindicated for diving.  If I am taking medication, I declare that I have seen a physician 

and have approval to dive while under the influence of the medication/drugs. 

 

_____ I understand and agree that the purpose of diving and other activities of Monterey Bay Sea Otters dive 

club are strictly recreational, that I am participating in these recreational diving activities voluntarily, and that I 

agree to be completely responsible for my own actions. 

 

_____ I agree to furnish my own equipment and be responsible for its good operating condition regardless of 

where I obtain it.  I agree further that prior to each dive, I will check my own equipment to ensure proper 

function, completeness, and familiarity. 

 

____ I understand and agree that it is not the function of the other club participants or leaders to serve as the 

guardians of my safety.  I understand that the club leaders may provide advice or assistance to me and agree to 

hold them harmless for any of their actions in attempting to be of assistance to me.  I do not expect the club 

leaders to supervise or control my diving activities in any way.  BY SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT, I 

ASSUME ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE, OR 

WRONGFUL DEATH, EVEN IF CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS. 

 

____ I hereby declare that I am of legal age and am competent to sign this waiver and release agreement or that 

my parent or guardian will sign this document on my behalf if I am a minor. 

 

Emergency Contact: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

Alternate Contact: _______________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

I HAVE READ THIS AGREEMENT, I UNDERSTAND IT, AND I AGREE TO BE BOUND BY IT. 

 

Signature of Participant: ________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

MBSO Witness (Name): ____________________________ Signature: ____________________________ 

 

Name/Signature of Parent or Guardian (if a minor): ___________________________________________ 
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