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With COVID-19 Restrictions, What Happens to My Active Member Status? 

 
As all of you know, being an active member of the club means enjoying benefits from our 
business members through the Club Benefits Card.  But, what does it mean to be an active 
member?  To be considered an active member, you must participate in at least one club event 
every six months.  It could be a club dive, general meeting, or special event like the pumpkin 

 
March 25th, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.   Club Meeting, Crazy Horse Restaurant, Monterey 

 
March 28th,  Saturday, 8:00 a.m.*  Club Dive, Butterfly House, Carmel 

 
April 8th, Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.*  After-Work Dive, Metridium Fields, Monterey 

 
April 18th, Saturday 8:00 a.m.*  Clean-Up Dive, San Carlos Beach, Monterey 

 
April 25th,  Saturday, 8:00 a.m.*  Club Dive, Stewart’s Cove, Carmel 

 
April 29th, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.   Club Meeting, Crazy Horse Restaurant, Monterey 

 
May 8th, Friday, 6:00 p.m.*  After-Work Dive, Coral Street, Pacific Grove 

 
May 23rd,  Saturday, 8:00 a.m.*  Club Dive, Monastery North, Carmel 

 
May 27th, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.   Club Meeting, Crazy Horse Restaurant, Monterey 

 
May 30th,  Saturday, 8:00 a.m.*  Boat Dive, Double Down, Monterey 

 
RED indicates change from original calendar 

 
*all times are for SHOW times, to assess conditions – mandatory briefing 30 minutes later 

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator or on MBSO Facebook page!! 
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carving contest or annual holiday party.  We have a sign-in sheet at every event, and 
encourage you to sign in upon arrival.  Note:  If you show up for a dive that gets cancelled, be 
sure to sign in to receive credit for participating. 
 
With social distancing and shelter-at-home directives as a result of COVID-19, those of us in 
Monterey County are restricted to fewer than six-person gatherings at this time.  Therefore, the 
club’s board has complied with the County’s and State’s directives and cancelled club events 
for the next month and will continue to monitor the situation for future dives.  Additionally, 
normal active membership requirements are suspended until the club can resume its normal 
activities. 
 
If you are still diving, you can call Aquarius and Bamboo Reef to find out their current 
operational status – you may be able to make arrangements for 2 complimentary air fills per 
day, provided you present your Sea Otters Benefits Card upon arrival. If you have not received 
your 2020 Benefits Card by now, please contact me at treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org. 

 
Walan Chang 
 

 
Election Results 

 
 
Our new board is up and running for the new year with a lot of familiar faces.  We have two 
new board members, Kris Paulsen, Secretary, and David Moore, who will be acting as Dive 
Co-Coordinator with Corey Penrose.  The full list of board members is near the end of this 
newsletter and below is some information on our newest additions. 
 
 

Kris is an outdoor 
adventurer, writer, 
and editor who 
earned her open 
water certification in 
2019.  She is 
actively taking 
classes to become 
an advanced open 
water diver and 
hopes to join the 
California Reef 
Check team this 

summer.  She joined MBSO to get involved in the local diving community and meet fellow 
ocean afficionados.  She looks forward to meeting you soon at one of our events!  
 
David is an avid diver and kayaker.  He is a professional photographer. 
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Treasurer’s Two Cents  
March 2020 – Treasurer’s Two Cents 

 
We’ve elected our 2020 Board of Directors!  Thank you to Caleb Lawrence, our departing 
Secretary, and a big hello to Kris Paulsen, who is replacing him.  We also send a big hello to 
David Moore who is joining Corey Penrose as our Dive Co-Coordinators.  The remaining 2019 
board members were re-elected. 
 
The club extends a belated welcome to Atom Biggs and his son Joshua who live in Gilroy.  We 
also welcome new members Lilly Clem of Monterey and Martha Iliff of Marina.  Club members 
James Dempsey, Kendall Heisel, Peter Mathews, Kevin Siring, and Tara Troyer renewed their 
memberships.  
 
At the end of the meeting, our speakers drew two names for the winners of this meeting’s gift 
certificates from our local business members.  The lucky members were Matthew Vaughn and 
Vice President Tom Hubbard.  I hope everyone is staying safe and that we’ll be able to meet 
again soon and enjoy the diving camaraderie!  
 
Walan Chang, Treasurer 
 

Minute to Minute 
 
A MBSO Board meeting was held on March 18th, 2020. In attendance were President – Mark 
Holman, Vice President - Tom Hubbard, Treasurer – Walan Chang, Safety Officer – Randy 
Phares, Secretary – Kris Paulsen, Dive Co-Coordinators – Corey Penrose and David Moore, 
Newsletter Editor – Matt Denecour, and Activities Director - Scott McReynolds.  
 
Due to the Shelter-In-Place order issued by Monterey County, the March General meeting and 
upcoming club dive at Butterfly House (3/28) and after work dive at Metridium (4/8) have been 
cancelled.  The San Carlos Beach cleanup dive (4/18) will be contingent upon the extension or 
lifting of the Shelter-In-Place rule.  MBSO supports the effort to protect our community, and will 
follow all guidelines regarding all dive and club activities.  The next general meeting is 
scheduled for 4/29/20 at 6:30 PM, pending updates from the county.  The next MBSO Board 
meeting will occur 4/21/20 at 7:00 PM using Zoom meeting.  Future board meetings have been 
moved to the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM.  To join us, please use the information 
below. 
 
Phone one-tap: US: +16699006833,,517473912# or +13462487799,,517473912# 

Meeting URL: https://guidewire.zoom.us/j/517473912 

Kris Paulsen, Secretary 
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The Shark Buoy 
 
I often encounter a group of open-ocean swimmers wading in 
or out of the surf at Lovers Point.  A common swim for them is 
to loop out around, what they call, the shark buoy, which is off 
of Hopkins Marine Center.  Despite the scary moniker, the 
shark buoy is a benign-looking little yellow device that bobs off 
of Pt. Cabrillo, just past the aquarium.  Its formal name is 
Hopkins MBARI 0A1 and, deployed in 2012, it keeps track of a 
lot of things – ocean acidification, water and air temperatures, 
salinity, dissolved O2, wind speed, chlorophyll fluorescence, pH, air pressure, pCO2, and (yes) 
sharks.   
 

In 2014, an acoustic receiver was added to track tagged marine 
animals, specifically white sharks.  When a tagged shark swims 
by the buoy, the ping is recorded and charted.  V.P. Tom keeps 
a constant vigil and often tells me how many sharks are in the 
area.  Interestingly enough, on our recent dive together at San 
Carlos Beach, we were sharing the water with shark 58599, 
who had swum by just that morning.  Of course, this is just the 
sharks that are tagged – there are many more that swim by that 
aren’t tagged.  It is interesting to look at the data and see “who” 

is around and how long they stay. 
 
I was telling a friend about the swimmers and the shark 
buoy, and he said, “Why would they swim out to where the 
sharks are?”  (Note to self:  Get smarter friends.)  This 
past year seems to have more reports of divers and 
boaters seeing white sharks – are there more sharks?  It 
will be interesting to see if the trend continues.  Maybe we 
need to ask Dr. Palumbi at the next meeting… For the 
shark-a-phobic, take heart.  They are always out there 
prowling around, and if they wanted to eat us, there would 
have been a lot of missing divers and swimmers 
 in Monterey! 
 
Matt Denecour, Newsletter Editor 
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March Meeting  
The Extreme Life of the Sea: Amazing Ways Animals Live in Amazing Parts of the 

Ocean 
 
What are the fastest fish in the sea? The deepest species? The 
hottest, coldest, oldest? The strangest family lives? The oceans are 
filled with a huge diversity of life, and species manage to live in 
virtually all habitats. There is the deepsea stop light fish with red 
search lights for finding prey – that only it can see. There are ice 
fish with special proteins that keep ice out of their blood, and are 
now used to keep ice out of your ice cream. This is a talk for 
everyone who wants to know the secrets of the sea. It is about the 
familiar – where Nemo finds a mate – and the unfamiliar – how do 
squid fly? It is about the extreme life of the sea.     

 
Stephen Palumbi is the Jane and Marshall Steel, Jr. Professor of Marine Biology at Stanford 
University’s Hokins Marine Station, and author of The Death and Life of Monterey Bay: A Story 
of Revival, The Extreme Life of the Sea, and over 200 academic papers. 
Microdocumentaries at http://microdocs.org  The Short Attention Span Science Videos on 
Ecological Sustainability.   
 

Previous Meeting Recap 
Scott Chapman and James Bonovich from the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium talked about the diving program at the 
aquarium; who the divers and their goals are, and what 
tools and regulations they work with.  Scott, the Dive 
Safety Officer covered the above topics, while James, 
the Manager of Public Dive Programs, talked about the 
field work and the Underwater Explorers program. 
 
The aquarium dive team is made up of 50 staff divers, 
and 100 volunteers.  This includes marine biologists 
doing research, people like Patrick Webster who do film and video, and educators such as 
those that do the feeding shows.  Divers have to have their Advanced Open Water, Rescue 

Diver, a Basic Life Support card, and O2 Provider certificate.  They must 
pass a physical, a swim test, a scuba skills evaluation, and demonstrate 
rescue skills.  The commitment is for one year and at least 24 dives.  
Scott also runs a scientific diving course for researchers. 
 
The goals of the program are to dive safely, to inspire conservation, 
provide continual learning, and have fun.  There are a lot of regulations 
to be met including those from OSHA, the World Recreational Scuba 
Training Council, and the American Academy of Underwater Sciences, 
but some of their events, like the annual Halloween dive are not really 
addressed by these.  Scott plays it safe and always has a safety diver in 

the water for that event!  Divers are sometimes on SCUBA, sometimes on a hookah line.  They 
are doing more with rebreathers, which have some benefits to research divers. 
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James talked about doing fieldwork – collecting animals.  The aquarium is experimenting with 
blue water diving, diving in the open ocean with no practical bottom or fixed objects and black 
water diving (like blue water, but at night).  
The challenges include disorientation, and 
a decrease in awareness of depth, 
buoyancy, and current.  They have worked 
hard to come up with an effective tethering 
system with working divers being 
supervised by a safety diver.  After 
extensive training at the MBARI tank, they 
took the system to Hawaii to start 
collecting for the new Deep Sea exhibit 
MBA is installing.  They want to capture 
some of the plankton and other creatures that come up from the depths at night, the largest 
migration on Earth.  It is quite a task to transport the creatures back to Monterey and the 
aquarium’s propagation staff is hard at work making them at home. 
 
Finally, Scott and James talked about the 
Underwater Explorers program that takes 
children 8-13 years old into the Great Tide 
Pool at the aquarium for “surface SCUBA”.  
They have backplates and wings, and little 
custom DUI drysuits.  They partner with 
Children’s Miracle Network on an event, 
Best Day of the Year: Day of Discovery, 
which helps disabled children get into the 
water.  Divers wanting to help with these 
events need at least a Divemaster rating. 
 
 
Also at the meeting, our diving representative to the marine sanctuary, Keith Rootsaert, gave 
us more detail on the petition he has before the Fish and Game Commission.  They have 
already told him that they expect to deny it, so we are being asked to comment on the petition 
in the hope that public pressure will change the situation.  They have granted permission to 
divers at Castle Cove in Mendocino County to destroy urchins.  This petition is to remove 
urchins. 
 

The purple urchin density has doubled in 2019, 
going from 10 to 21 per square meter in the 
survey areas.  Keith wants to remove purple 
and red urchins.  When the purples are 
removed, the red populations explode. 
 
 
“I'm petitioning the California Fish and Game 
Commission on Friday to allow recreational take 
of 40 gallons of urchins per diver per day at 

Tanker's Reef and the Edward Ricketts Marine Conservation Area. Here is the thing, I need 
your help. 
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The Commission has repeatedly denied requests to remove urchins in Monterey and they 
need to hear from the diving community. I am asking for concerned divers to email 
fgc@fgc.ca.gov and let them know that you support Petition 2020-001. Tell them how the 
urchin barren situation is important to you and that you want permission to help the kelp. More 
info on the petition can be found at https://g2kr.com/2020-petition”   The petition has been 
submitted, April 15 is the deadline for comments. 
 
Central California Urchin Removal and Kelp Restoration Project 
 
 

Safety First 
 

Dive Safety and the Monterey Bay Sea Otters 
 

I wanted to take a moment to remind everyone of some of the most important topics I review 
during the safety portion of our dive briefings. 
 

1. Safety gear:  The club has oxygen, defibrillator, and first aid kits at every dive.  
Familiarize yourself with their location and operation if you haven’t worked with them 
before. 

2. Your equipment: Ensure all your equipment is in working condition.  Your regulator and 
BCD should be serviced regularly.  Your computer and dive lights should have fresh 
batteries.  Having a backup for each of them is a great idea too.  You must have a 
functioning primary and secondary dive light to participate in any After Work/Night dive.  
It also recommended that you participate with a marker light of some kind. 

3. Your buddy’s equipment:  Check out your buddy’s dive gear, especially for weight 
belt/pocket location and release method.  Make a mental note of where the BCD inflator 
valve is.  Check out features such as fin and mask color and shape so that you can 
recognize your buddy once underwater, in case you get separated and to avoid getting 
mixed up with another diver. 

4. Hand signals:  Review hand signals with your buddy before entering the water.  You 
want to be able to communicate important information such as air pressure, low on air, 
out of air, having a problem, and when to return to the shore or boat. 

5. Buddy system:  The club dives in pairs and trio teams.  Stay close to your buddy.  
Gauge your visibility after your descent and determine how far apart you can be without 
losing sight of your buddy.  You want to be close to your buddy in case of an 
emergency (or if he/she finds something really cool!).  If you get separated from your 
dive buddy, follow safety recommendations by searching for your buddy for one minute, 
and if you haven’t found him/her, then safely ascend to the surface and reconnect there.  
At that point, the team can discuss whether or not to continue the dive.  Solo diving is 
not allowed at club dives. 

6. Dive skills: Determine whether you or your buddy has the lower certification level and 
dive within those limits.  If you are a divemaster and your buddy is only Open Water 
certified, then dive to their level …. don’t go below 60 feet. 
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These sound like fairly simple safety procedures, but virtually every one of them has been 
violated at one point or another.  When you violate the guidelines, you put you and your buddy 
in potential danger.  Maybe nothing happens, but maybe something terrible happens, and you 
will live with the knowledge and guilt of knowing it could have been easily avoided.  Don’t be 
that person. 

Randy Phares, Safety Officer   

 

Scheduled Club Dives  
 

All times are for SHOW times, to assess conditions – divers must be geared up for the 
mandatory briefing 30 minute later. 

 
Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator or on MBSO Facebook page!! 

Club Dive, Saturday, March 28th, 8:00 a.m. Butterfly House, Carmel 

Butterfly House is located at the intersection of Scenic Road and Stewart Way in Carmel-by 
the-Sea. There is a large expensive house there with an odd roof that resembles a butterfly 
perched on the rocks overlooking a small cove. Parking is on the street and then we access 
the beach by an eroding goat path down to 
the water. There are no restrooms at this 
site so if you are diving dry you may want 
to stop in to the port-a-potty just located 
along the road in at Carmel River Beach.  
 
 

We will meet up at the intersection and 
observe conditions before doing a 
briefing and gearing up. The shallow cove is not kelped-in this time of year but the goat path to 
the water is not for the meek so it is one of the more difficult dives we will attempt this year. 
However, the site is beautiful and one of the nicest shore dives in Carmel. There are very large 
granite pinnacles and chutes to explore. There are large and abundant fish species here as 
well as lots of invertebrate life. This is a good dive to bring your camera and, if the visibility 
looks promising, a wide angle lens.  

If this site is not diveable, we will retreat to our backup site, San Carlos Beach. Please post on 
Facebook if you are attending and if we do change the dive location we will post on Facebook 
and you can be notified of the change.  

 

 

 



9  
 

After Work Dive, Friday, April 8th, 6:00 p.m. Metridium Fields, Monterey 

Location: Foam St. and Cannery Row, Monterey. 
Parking: Meters and pay parking ($8 for all-day) 
Experience Level: Advanced due to distance from shore 
Depth: 35-60ft 
Entry: Sandy beach with scattered rocks 

Have you ever wondered why this was here and what it means? 

If you’d like to know the story, click this.  This history is relevant to us 
because, unlike much of the history on Cannery Row, the remnants of 
those pipes are still available underwater and, for our night dive in July, 
we are going to find them and return to a dive site which Dave Ramsey 
taught me how to dive at the beginning of my diving career, the Metridium 
Fields off the Breakwater Jetty.   

While the Metridium Fields are located at the same beach as the often crowded breakwater, 
the diving experience is a world away. Here you'll find large rocky reefs covered with 2-foot tall 
giant metridium anemones. While these are reason enough to visit the area, you'll also see a 
host of nudibranchs including very large sea lemons, clown dorids, and of course 
hermissendas.  Keep your eyes open for juvenile wolf eels, and even the occasional swell 
shark hiding inside the rocks. 

Swim out on the same side of the beach.  Swim out until you 
line up the backs of the bathroom and the deli with the great 
tri-tip sandwiches.  For the other direction, line yourself up with 
the left side of Backscatter (the building with the big whale on 
the side). Drop down there and go due north. This should bring 
you to the big pipe pretty quickly, and you can either follow it 
out and go north on the end, or you can keep going N and you 
should find the fields.  

Metridium Anemones are common from Washington to Central 
California. They look like a plant, but they are actually an animal - 
PLEASE LOOK, BUT DO NOT TOUCH. They can grow upwards 
of three feet tall and are a beautiful animal. They generally live in 
clusters on rocks, and on a clear day they are a very beautiful sight 
to behold. 

 
Thanks to the following public websites for sharing their information on a classic Monterey dive 
site which we, as a club, have not dived in years – come and join us! 
 
https://www.scubaboard.com/community/threads/metridium-fields.94734/ 
http://www.scubamonterey.com/infometridiumfield.html 
http://www.montereyscubaboard.com/metridiumfields.php 
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Clean-Up Dive, Saturday, April 18th, San Carlos Beach, Monterey 

Check for updates on this dive on our Facebook page 

In 2009, the Monterey Bay Sea 
Otter’s Dive Club adopted San Carlos 
Beach within the California Coastal 
Commission’s ‘Adopt a Beach’ 
program.  We now organize quarterly 
beach clean-ups that are both fun for 
divers and helpful to our environment. 
 
It’s that time once again Sea Otters!  
We will be picking up debris on the 
topside of San Carlos Beach as well 
as underwater along the Breakwater 
Wall.  We want our adopted beach in 
tip-top shape.  We will meet at 8:00 at 
the picnic tables that are close to the 
beach.  Non-diver guests are always 
welcome to join us because who 
doesn’t love a trash-free beach! 
 
Peet’s Coffee in Monterey will graciously donate their delicious coffee for this event and there 
will be perfectly paired doughnuts provided by the MBSO club.  All we have to do is hope for 
sunshine and a calm sea, which would make this a perfect dive day.  
 
Please bring a knife to cut fishing line and a goodie-bag to put your trashy collections in.  If you 
don’t have a goodie-bag, the club has some that we will happily loan out.  
 
We hope you will join us in cleaning our beautiful adopted beach! 
 
See you on Saturday, April 18th! 
 

Club Dive, Saturday, April 25th, 8:00 a.m. Stewart’s Cove, Carmel 

(@Carmel River Beach) 

This beach is found just south of Carmel-by-the-Sea, and is popular with beach lovers and a 
few intrepid divers. 

The bottom at Carmel River Beach drops off in a series of steps, one from 20 to 30 feet, 
another from 30 to 40 feet.  The bottom then gently slopes out to better than 60 feet, but it’s a 
long swim to get to 60 feet.  The area shallower than 30 feet is one of the healthiest kelp beds 
I have seen in some time.  It is predictably too thick to swim through during summer and fall, 
so plan your air to navigate underneath the surface kelp.  In past seasons, this bed was 
composed only of giant kelp, but in recent years there has been a fair amount of bull kelp as 
well.  In these times, when many of us are talking about urchins and a noticeable lack of kelp, 
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we found very few urchins and lots of kelp here.  The thick kelp bed was simply a joy to 
behold. 

The bottom underneath the kelp consists of 
a patch reef full of huge boulders and small 
pinnacles.  The rocks are covered mostly 
with kelp holdfasts, coralline algae and a 
few sponges.  This area has a few small 
fish, some shrimp, hermit crabs, and a few 
yellow nudibranchs. 

The bottom beyond the kelp bed is one of 
the most interesting in all of California.  
Here the rock structure is very dramatic with 
a huge number of large rocks and small 
pinnacles that jut up 10 or more feet from 
the 50-foot bottom.  There are so many of 
these pinnacles and they are so close together that the experience is like flying through an 
underwater city.  These rocks mostly have vertical sides, and provide a large number of mini 
walls for divers to explore. 

The rocks are covered with a lot of invertebrates — strawberry and fish-eating anemones, 
bryozoans, and sponges.  The variety of colorful sponges found here is particularly dramatic. 
Some rocks have large patches of yellow, others orange, still others red, blue or purple.  If you 
are lucky you can photograph many differently colored sponges growing together.  A large 
variety of tunicates may also be found in deeper water.  Some of these are stalked, some are 
encrusting, but all are interesting — if you are into tunicates, that is.  We also found a small 
school of surf perch and a few rockfish. 

This site is all about enjoying the dramatic bottom topography, healthy kelp, and encrusting 
invertebrates.  If you are looking to avoid the crowds and enjoy rugged rock formations this is 
your site. 

 
Skill Level: Intermediate or better 
Location: At the intersection of Scenic Road and Ocean View Avenue in Carmel 
Access: Drive west on Rio Road from Hwy. 1, turn left on Santa Lucia, and make a left on 
Scenic Road. Make a left on Ocean View Avenue, and find legal parking near the intersection. 
The beach is a short walk down a staircase. Boats may be launched from the public ramps at 
the Monterey Breakwater or between Fisherman’s Wharf and Wharf #2. 
Facilities: Limited parking, but no other facilities. 
Entry and Exit: Enter and exit at the very north end of the beach. Kayaks may be launched 
here, but not boats. 
Depth Range: 20 to 60 feet. 
Conditions: Highly variable. 
Visibility: Generally good, 20 to 40 feet. 
Photography: Great macro and wide-angle. 
Hunting: This site is within the Carmel Bay State Marine Conservation Area, and all 
invertebrates are protected. Hunting for finfish is permitted, but we found very few fish worth 
shooting on a recent dive. 
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Cautions: Watch for surge and surf. Look for very thick kelp in summer and fall. Avoid 
entering in the center of the beach due to the greater wave action there. 
While most of Monterey’s beach dive sites offer plenty of parking and a great variety of 
facilities, most of Carmel’s beach dive sites have precious little parking and no facilities at all. 
Carmel’s sites, however, do offer a greater opportunity for adventure and that “get away from it 
all” feeling. One spot to avoid the crowds is Carmel River State Beach. 

Source:  Bruce Watkins, California Divers News 
 

After Work Dive, Wednesday, May 8th, 6:00 p.m. Coral Street, Pacific Grove 

Coral St. is a great location for a night dive.  At night the fish, attracted by our dive lights, come 
out of their usual hidey-holes.  This dive is a fish enthusiast’s delight as we typically see 
cabezon, lingcod, and rockfish.  I have also found it to be a wonderful spot to get up close and 
personal with purple sea urchins.  Who doesn’t love those?!  
 
We will meet at the corner of Coral and Ocean View at 6:00 p.m. to check out conditions and 
do a briefing.  After that, we will don our gear and make our way out into the protected cove. 
This is not a difficult dive, but there are some rocks in close to be avoided.  
We have had great success here at night and I think this is a great time to come out and dive 
it.  
 
General Guidelines for After Work & Night Dives: To participate in after work dives or night 
dives, divers must carry a minimum of two lights, one main light and one marker light (usually 
attached to the tank valve).  The dive must be terminated if a person experiences a 
malfunction of his/her light(s).  That is why carrying three lights is strongly recommended so 
that dive team can continue the dive if one diver’s light ceases to function.  For everyone’s 
diving pleasure, the club would like to thank all participants for adhering to these 
recommendations for club dives.  
 

Club Dive, Saturday, May 23rd, 8:00 a.m. Monastery North, Carmel 

North Monastery is one of those rare places where you can do a short kick from shore and go 
as deep as you would like to possibly dive. The huge granite boulders drop off at 60 degrees 
into the black abyss of the deep-water trench that comes very near the shore. It is possible to 
see the usual rockfish and perch and an abundance of lingcod that seem to thrive and grow 

large in this marine protected area.  

This is an ADVANCED dive and divers that come here should 
be prepared for a more challenging entry and exit in course 
gravel. We will talk about some strategies for safely diving 
here on the steep beach that has humbled even the most 
experienced divers at times. Because this can also be a deep 
dive, we recommend that only experienced divers attend this 
club dive.  

If conditions are not agreeable we will retreat to our sure-thing dive location, San Carlos 
Beach.  
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Boat Dive, Saturday, May 30th, 8:00 a.m. Double Down, Monterey 

Dive Coordinator Corey is a big fan of Pinnacles Dive 
Center in Novato.  It is the kind of business that gives back 
to the community.  We have never used them before, so 
we decided to give them a shot.  We have reserved the 
entire boat for May 30, and there are eight spots total.   

This 28’ aluminum boat will provide water and snacks.  By 
previous arrangement, tanks and Nitrox tanks can be 
rented ($10 and $20 respectively).  There is a small head 
with a porta-potty.  Captain Rick has some after-dive 
jackets if you get cold and will fresh-water rinse all your 
gear on arrival back at A Dock. 

Get hold of Walan at Treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org if you want to grab a spot, but 
hurry, as the boat is already half-filled. 

Previous Dives  
 

 
After Work Dive, McAbee Beach, March 13th 

 
We had two divers show up, and after evaluating the conditions, one diver decided not to dive.  
The other diver, David Moore, decided to sign out from the club dive and did a solo dive.  He 
said it was quite nice. 
 

 
Club Dive, San Carlos Beach, February 29th 

 
Some said the water looked “sporty”.  The chatter on social media was that “everyone” had 
cancelled their dives – gale force winds were in the forecast.  But sometimes you just have to 
show up and make your own evaluation.  
The six of us - Corey Penrose, Rick 
Dante, Mark Go, Tom Hubbard, Matt 
Denecour, and Kris Paulsen saw that 
there was a clear, safe place to enter 
and we were off, anchored by Scott 
McReynolds manning the clipboard and 
safety equipment. 
 
The goal was Metridium Fields.  Tom 
and I swam out a ways and then 
dropped down through the 12ish foot 
viz.  Very quickly we ran into the pipe 
and turned to follow it out to where it 
abruptly ends.  From there it was a due 
North compass heading and not too 
many kicks until we saw the ghostly-
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white forest looking like mini albino palm trees clinging to little red-rock islands.  We saw a lot 
of great stuff; brittle stars, gumboot chitons, warty sea cucumbers, clown nudibranchs, San 
Diego Dorids, and lots and lots of sea lemon nudis.  There were snails grazing along 
(nassarius?), and encouragingly, lots of sea stars, including a black and white striped one I 
had never seen before ! (I need a camera!)  We weren’t alone on the dive.  Well, Corey 
showed up, showing that he DOES know how to get there, but we were also visited by a sea 
lion and a cormorant that flew around us for quite some time.  On the swim back, we saw Kris 
and Mark heading for the pipe.  There was no surge until we got quite shallow.  It was a nice 
dive! 
 
Matt Denecour 
  
 

Other Dive Related Opportunities 
 
Sometimes it’s nice to splash in a new, exciting destination.  Due to the Coronavirus situation, 
please verify these dates and destinations with the organizational sponsor. 
 
 
Bamboo Reef 
Philippines  April 18-25 
Costa Rica  June 6-13 
Cozumel  July 18-25 
Turks and Caicos  November 7-14 
Cozumel  July 17-24 
 
Backscatter 
Truk Lagoon  April 1-11 
Anilao, Philippines Macro workshop  April 7-17 
Wide-Angle Bootcamp Roatan April  11-18 
Digital Shootout Bonaire  June 6-20 
Cocos Island  August 31-September 11 
Macro Workshop  Lembeh September 16-26 
Fiji  November 14-24 
Lightroom Immersion Workshop Little Cayman  November 28-December 5, December 5-12 
Solomon Islands  September 7-21 
 
See our business sponsors page for contact info! 
 

 
Classes 

 
Aquarius Dive Shop  www.aquariusdivers.com 
We can arrange classes for practically any PADI specialty to suit your requirements. Please call 
(831) 375-1933 for more information. 
 
Bamboo Reef  www.bambooreef.com 
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Open Water Class usually begins the third Tuesday of the month. Bamboo Reef welcomes 
arrangements for one-on-one instruction. In addition, any specialty or advanced course can be 
set up with a minimum of two divers. Please call (831) 372-1685 for more information. 
CSUMB – NAUI certification and classes. 

 
Cannery Row Aquatics  www.canneryrowaquatics.com 

This is the business now open where Breakwater Scuba used to be.  Check their website for 
more information. 
 

Membership 
The MONTEREY BAY SEA OTTERS  
 

• Promote diving for education and pleasure, under observation of the highest safety 
standards.  

• Provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information, education, and training.  
• Strongly encourage continuing education, environmental conservation, good 

sportsmanship, and cooperation with all other users of the marine environment.  
• Provide a network of dive buddies who believe in the ideals of this club.  
• Please follow link to the club website for more information or email: 

info@montereybayseaotters.org 
 

MBSO Club Dive Guidance 
The Monterey Bay Sea Otters dive club welcomes all certified divers to join club dives. For the 
diving pleasure of all participants, divers shall adhere to the following recommendations set forth 
by the club: 
 
A diver may participate as a guest for one dive, after which they are encouraged to officially join 
the club and pay the yearly dues. If a diver has not participated in a cold-water dive during the 
past 6 months or exhibits irresponsible or unsafe behavior, the Beach Marshal may exclude 
them from the club dive and refer the diver to a local dive shop for an equipment check and 
refresher course. 
 
Attendance at the dive briefing is mandatory for participants. 
 
All club dives will also be posted on our Facebook page and also a reminder email with more 
details will be sent out a few days before the dive.  Please note that in order to better prepare 
for these dives, we kindly ask that if you are in fact planning on attending a club dive, let us know 
prior to the dive.  We would like to encourage divers to bring along a mesh bag to club dives, in 
order to assist in collecting any trash found in the ocean.   
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If we have to change dive location or cancel a dive, the Dive Coordinators (Corey Penrose and 
David Moore) will send out an email to all club members and the divers/guests, who already 
contacted them.  
 
 
General Guidelines For After Work & Night Dives: 
 
To participate in after work dives or night dives, divers must carry a minimum of two lights: one 
main light and a back-up light.  In addition, divers should attach a colored marker light to their 
tank valve.  Be sure to check your batteries before you arrive. 
 
For everyone’s diving pleasure the club would like to thank all participants for adhering to these 
recommendations for club dives. 

Editor’s Note 
The Otter Limits arrives just in time to get you excited for our monthly meeting and remind you 
of our upcoming dives.  In an attempt to provide a steady publication date, all material, and 
reports, need to be submitted to the editor no later than the 3rd Wednesday of each month for 
publication. Any SCUBA related articles are welcomed and appreciated and will be included as 
space allows. Any high-quality underwater pictures are appreciated. Please email to 
newslettereditor@montereybayseaotters.org.   
 
The newsletter has a section for member-led events.  If you have an idea, please submit it to a 
board member for inclusion. 
 

Other Events 
These events are not hosted or sponsored by the Monterey Bay Sea Otters. 

 

Moss Landing Marine Labs Open House 
April 25th & 26th from 9:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.  See https://www.mlml.calstate.edu/openhouse/  for 
schedule of events. 

 
Old neoprene 

Is your old wetsuit or neoprene drysuit not doing its job anymore?  Bring it to Adam at Bamboo 
Reef for recycling.  You will keep it out of the landfill and your old neoprene will become a nice 
yoga mat. 

Urchins! 
 
Do you want to find out what is being done about the urchin infestation?  Sign-up with the 
Giant Kelp Restoration project for the newsletter at G2kr.com.  You can sign up as a volunteer 
diver as well. 
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This from CSUMB… 
 
Hello everyone! 
  
Our school invites you, your colleagues and your students to attend next week's seminar on 
Monday, April 6, 2020 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. on the first floor of Chapman Science Academic 
Center in Room E-104. 
 
THESE EVENTS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!to see you and your students there 

Bryan Van Orman 
Environmental Science M.S Candidate 
California State University Monterey Bay 
bvanorman@csumb.educsumb.edu 

Board of Directors - 2020 

PRESIDENT      Mark Holman president@montereybayseaotters.org 

VICE PRESIDENT      Tom Hubbard                     vicepresident@montereybayseaotters.org 

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR      Scott McReynolds activitiesdirector@montereybayseaotters.org 

CO-DIVE COORDINATOR      Corey Penrose  divecoordinator@montereybayseaotters.org 

CO-DIVE COORDINATOR                          David Moore  

SECRETARY      Kris Paulsen secretary@montereybayseaotters.org 

TREASURER      Walan Chang treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org 

SAFETY OFFICER       Randy Phares safetyofficer@montereybayseaotters.org 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR       Matthew Denecour newslettereditor@montereybayseaotters.org 

http://montereybayseaotters.org/ Webmaster –  Corey Penrose                                 Facebook 
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Local Sponsors 
 

                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    See you next month, Sea Otters! 
 

Free air fills to club members. Limit 2 per day. 
10% discount on merchandise

 

 

 
Phone: (831) 375-1933  

Dive Conditions Line: (831) 657-1020 
Free air fills to club members.  20% discount on gear 

servicing 

Kindly donating coffee for the MBSO beach clean-ups  
 

 
 
 

 

Call for special MBSO pricing
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2020 MBSO ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

JANUARY 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 2 0 21 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 

2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 31  

       

1 

10 

 

18 

 

20 

25 

29 

New Year's Day 

After Work Dive: 

Fisherman’s Wharf 2 

Clean Up Dive: San 

Carlos Beach 

MLK Day 

Club Dive: Otter Cove 

General Meeting 

  
 

 
4 

10 

 

18 

 

25 

 

29 

Independence Day 

After Work Dive: 

Lovers Cove 

Clean Up Dive: San 

Carlos Beach 

Club Dive: Copper 

Roof 

General Meeting 

New Year's Day 

After Work Dive: 

Fisherman’s Wharf 2 

Clean Up Dive: San 

Carlos Beach 

King Day 

Club Dive: Otter Cove 

General Meeting 

  

 

 

JULY 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 2 0 21 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 

2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 31  

       

     

 

FEBRUARY 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 2 0 21 2 2 

2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 

       

 

12 

 

14 

17 

26 

29 

 

 

 

After Work Dive: 

Lovers Cove 

Valentine's Day 

President’s Day 

General Meeting  

Club Dive: San Carlos 

Beach 

 

 

  
  

 

 

12 

 

26 

29 

After Work Dive: 

Metridium Field 

General Meeting  

Club Boat Dive: TBD 

  

 

 

AUGUST 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 2 0 21 2 2 

2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 

3 0 31      

     

 

MARCH 

M A R C H 
 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 2 0 21 

2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 

2 9 3 0 31     

       

 13 

 

25 

28 

 

 

After Work Dive: 

McAbee Beach 

General Meeting 

Club Dive: Butterfly 

House 

  

 

 
7 

11 

 

19 

 

26 

 

 

30 

Labor Day 

After Work Dive: Otter 

Cove 

Clean Up Dive: San 

Carlos Beach 

Membership 

Appreciation BBQ and 

Dive: Lovers Point 

General Meeting 

  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

2 0 21 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 

2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0    

       

     

 

APRIL 
 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 

1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 

1 9 2 0 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 

2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0   

       

 8 

 

12 

18 

 

25 

 

29 

After Work Dive: 

Metridium Fields 

Easter Sunday 

Clean Up Dive: San 

Carlos Beach 

Club Dive: Stewart’s 

Cove 

General Meeting 

  

 

 12 

14 

 

24 

 

28 

31 

 

 

Columbus Day 

After Work Dive: 

Fisherman’s Wharf 2 

Club Dive: Monastery 

South 

General Meeting  

Halloween 

Pumpkin Carving 

Contest 

   

 

 

OCTOBER 
 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 2 0 21 2 2 2 3 2 4 

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 31 

       

     

 

MAY 

S M T W T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 2 0 21 2 2 2 3 

2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 

31       

 8 

 

10 

23 

 

25 

27 

30 

After Work Dive: Coral 

Street  

Mother’s Day 

Club Dive: Monastery 

North 

Memorial Day 

General Meeting 

Club Boat Dive: TBD 

  

 

 

11 

13 

 

26 

28 

 

Veterans Day 

After Work Dive: 

McAbee Beach 

Thanksgiving 

Club Dive: Butterfly 

House 

  

 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 2 0 21 

2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 

2 9 3 0      

       

     

 

JUNE 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 2 0 

21 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 

2 8 2 9 3 0     

       

10 

 

21 

24 

27 

 

After Work Dive: San 

Carlos Beach 

Father’s Day 

General Meeting  

Club Dive: Stillwater 

Cove 

  

 

  

TBD  

9 

 

25 

 

Annual Holiday Party 

After Work Dive: Coral 

Street 

Christmas 

   

 

DECEMBER 
 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

2 0 21 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 

2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 31   

       

Underwater 

Topside 

Holidays 

Changes 


