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President’s Corner 
Hello Friends and Divers: 

 
Hey, where are you on the 28th of September?  Yes, that is a special 
day.  We will have our membership barbie at Lovers Point on the 28th. 
Yes, we will have hamburgers and dogs, and other fine eats provided 
by the club. Bring your kids, bring your dog (or cats), there is room for 
all, (most importantly, bring a side dish). Come one, come all. 
 

We thought would do something fun for the upcoming membership dive on September 28th.  
We are going to set up a navigation maze and prizes will be given! This has always been a lot 

 
 

September 21st, Saturday, 8:00 a.m.  Clean-Up Dive, San Carlos Beach, Monterey 
 

September 25th, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.   Club Meeting, Crazy Horse Restaurant, Monterey 
 

 
October 11th, Friday, 6:00 p.m.*  After-Work Dive, MacAbee Beach, Monterey 

 
October 19th, Saturday, 8:00 a.m.  Club Dive, Stillwater Cove, Pebble Beach 

 

 
RED indicates change from original calendar 

 
*all times are for SHOW times, to assess conditions – mandatory briefing 30 minutes later 

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator or on MBSO Facebook page!! 
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of fun, and often we do another dive afterwards.  Remember, 
this is a navigation exercise and all are expected to navigate 
with a compass and not try to game the system.  
Sportsmanship counts.  We will have more details on how the 
event will work in next month’s newsletter.  
 Last note: This is for members only, so if you’re a Facebook 
subscriber, but not a club member, you must join the club 
before participating for a prize.  If you want to just learn more 
about the club and hang out, that’s good too, please come. 
 
Mark Holman, President 

Photos by Walan Chang 
 

Minute to Minute 
 
A MBSO Board meeting was held on September 18th,  2019. In attendance were President – 
Mark Holman, Safety Officer – Randy Phares, Newsletter Editor – Matt Denecour, Vice 
President - Tom Hubbard, Treasurer – Walan Chang, Secretary – Caleb Lawrence, and Dive 
Coordinator – Corey Penrose. 
 
We talked about the upcoming Members’ Appreciation BBQ and future dives, including the 
Underwater Pumpkin-Carving Dive.  We decided to ask divers to RSVP to all dives.  
Improvements will be made to the existing website. 
 
Our next meeting will be October 16th, at 7:00 p.m.  Everyone is invited to dial-in at 563-999-
2090 (365378# access code) and follow along.   
 

 

The Polar Ship Fram 

The Fram was the first ship specially built in Norway for polar research. She was used 
on three important expeditions: with Fridtjof Nansen on a drift over the Arctic Ocean 
1893-96, with Otto Sverdrup to the arctic archipelago west of Greenland - now the 
Nunavut region of Canada - 1898-1902, and with Roald Amundsen to Antarctica for his 
South Pole expedition 1910-12. The Fram is now housed and exhibited in the Fram 
Museum at Bygdøynes, Oslo 
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The theory behind the Fram 
The theory of an east-west current over the Arctic Ocean was put forward by professor in 
meteorology and first director of the Norwegian Meteorological Institute Henrik Mohn in 1884. 
Remains of the American expedition ship Jeannette had been found by the Greenland coast 
that year after the ship had been crushed in the ice and sunk near the New Siberian Islands 
(Novosibirskiye ostrova) in 1881. Fridtjof Nansen read and noted this and related it to the 
driftwood and earth from Siberia that he had found in the ice off Greenland in 1882. 
 
Forcing ships through the arctic ice to reach the North Pole had been tried and had failed 
many times already. Nansen conceived the plan of building a ship “so small and so strong as 
possible ... that it was improbable that it could be destroyed by the ice”. With such a ship he 
could drift with and thereby prove the theory of the current, and at the same time hopefully drift 
over or very near to the North Pole. 
 
The plan called for the construction of such a ship as had never been seen before – one that 
could withstand the crushing pressures of the pack ice in the Arctic Ocean, for several years. It 
is therefore to Fridtjof Nansen´s bold theories that the Fram owes her innovative design and 
proportions. Today, she occupies a unique position in the history of exploration, being the ship 
with the record of sailing both furthest north and furthest south of any. These records were 
achieved during the First and Third Fram expeditions. 
 
The building of the Fram 
Nansen´s closest adviser on the project was Otto Sverdrup, while the building work was 
entrusted to Colin Archer. It was a formidable task. Nansen wanted a ship which, though small 
and light, would be strong enough to withstand the tremendous pressure of the pack ice, a 
ship with a hull designed to ensure that it would be lifted up by the ice and not forced under 
and churned to pieces. The principle can be illustrated by squeezing a round nut between the 
fingers and seeing how it pops up. 
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Moreover, it had to provide a comfortable home for the crew, who would have to be prepared 
to spend several years on board. In the event, the ship proved bigger than Nansen had 
envisaged. It had a displacement of 800 tons loaded, measured 39 m from stem to stern, was 
11 m in the beam, and had a draught of 5 m. The proportion of wide beam compared with the 
length gave better strength in the ice, but also made the Fram roll most uncomfortably in the 
open sea. 

Nansen, Otto Sverdrup and Colin Archer had close consultations throughout the building 
process. Archer made three models and four drawings before the construction started, and 
adjustments and changes were made constantly during the construction. The materials were 
hand-picked: oak and iron in the main, with pitch pine, Norwegian pine and greenheart in 
addition. 

The separate pieces were either laid double or were strengthened in various ways. The ribs 
were of naturally-formed oak bolted two together for double strength and laid only 5 cm apart. 
The space between was filled with a mixture of pitch, tar and sawdust. The keelson was of 
pitch pine, which has a naturally high resin content which protects from decay. This was laid 
double, apart from under the engine room where there was not enough space. 

The ice sheathing on the outside of the hull was of greenheart and was fastened so that it 
could be torn off by the ice without seriously damaging the hull. Greenheart is hard and 
durable and is the densest wood that is traded. 

The ribs were covered on the inside with planks of pitch pine, while on the outside there were 
two layers of oak under the ice sheathing. In the living quarters the pitch pine was covered with 
a layer of tarred felt followed by three layers of panelling with insulation between. 

In addition to the choice of materials and the extra strengthening of the hull, there were other 
adaptations that would make the Fram resistant to damage from the ice. The rudder was 
strengthened with three heavy U-shaped iron frames and both the rudder and the propeller 
could be lifted up. The stern had a special construction that gave a double end with a well in 
between. This was divided into two parts where the rudder and the propeller could be hoisted 
away from the ice. The rudder was sited low so as to avoid most of the inevitable collisions 
with ice. 

The Fram was designed as a three-masted schooner, with the standing rigging of steel wire 
and the running rigging of hemp. A windmill was included on board, which ran a generator to 
provide electric power for lighting by electric arc lamps. A triple expansion steam engine of 220 
hp gave a speed of 6-7 nm/hour in calm seas. 
 
Well, maybe the Fram is a far cry from diving in Monterey, but it is all part of exploring the 
oceans, which is something that we definitely have in common! 
 
 
Matt Denecour, Editor 
Sources:  frammuseum.no 
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August Meeting 
 
Come meet Janna Nichols from REEF (Reef Environmental Education Foundation) as she 
presents, Citizen Science for the Submerged (AKA:  We’ll Make a Fish Geek Out of You Yet!) 

 
REEF's mission, to educate and enlist divers in the conservation of marine habitats, is 
accomplished primarily through the Volunteer Fish Survey Project. The Project was developed 
in 1990 with support from The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and guidance by the Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The project allows 
volunteer SCUBA divers and snorkelers to collect and report information on marine fish 
populations as well as selected invertebrate and algae species in temperate reef areas (West 
Coast of the US and Canada, the South Atlantic States, and the Northeast US & Eastern 
Canada). The data are collected using a fun and easy standardized method, and are housed in 
a publicly-accessible database on REEF's Website. 
 

Previous Meeting Recap 
 

The Underwater World of Point Lobos with Jerry Loomis 
 

Jerry was a ranger for 22 years at Point Lobos and during that time he completed over a 
thousand dives there.  Point Lobos was the first underwater reserve in the nation, formed in 
1960 and it encompasses 2100 underwater acres.  Though half a million people explore the 
park annually, only five to six thousand are lucky enough to dive there. 
Jerry showed us a wonderful slide show with some of the many pictures that he has taken over 
the years and it included many of the interesting creatures found there, such as sea stars, 
anenomes, nudibranchs, worms, tunicates, corals and gorgonians.  He had interesting facts 
about many of the pictures.  For instance, did you know that the Hermissenda nudibranch 
makes hydrochloric acid for defense?  Or that nudibranchs are hermaphroditic, but still need 
another individual to fertilize them. 
Every month we have some really knowledgeable speakers, and I never fail to learn 
something. 
 
Matt Denecour 
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Old neoprene 
Is your old wetsuit or neoprene drysuit not doing its job anymore?  Bring it to Adam at Bamboo 
Reef for recycling.  You will keep it out of the landfill and your old neoprene will become a nice 
new yoga mat. 

 
 

Urchins! 
 
Do you want to find out what is being done about the urchin infestation?  Sign-up with the Giant Kelp 
Restoration project for the newsletter at G2kr.com.  You can sign up as a volunteer diver as well. 
 

Safety First 
Incident Insight reprinted from Alert Diver magazine 
//www.danintranet.org/media/adimg/17344_m.jpg 

Sea Lion Bite 
 

 
Although uncommon, unprovoked sea lion bites can occur, and divers should be aware of the potential 
hazard. 
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The Diver 
The diver was a 67-year-old male with 35 years of diving experience. 

The Incident 
Early one afternoon near La Paz, 
Mexico, at Los Islotes, a popular dive 
site and sea lion rookery, a sea lion bit 
the diver on the stomach. At the time of 
the attack he was scuba diving in less 
than 20 feet of seawater with 
approximately 50 other divers from 
several dive boats present. After the 
attack, fellow divers and the crew 
helped him back aboard the ship. They 
removed his 3mm wetsuit to assess the 
injury and control the bleeding. He was 
conscious and lucid the entire time. 
 
The 
liveaboard arrived in the harbor 
approximately two hours later, just 
before 3 p.m., and the diver was 
transported ashore in a waiting panga 
boat. The crew had dressed and 
bandaged his wounds, and he was in 
good condition overall. The patient, trip 
leader and crew determined that 
waiting for an ambulance might delay 
transport (unfortunately ambulances in 
that area cannot always provide timely 
responses), and so the trip leader 
chose to drive the diver in his private 

vehicle. 
 
During the drive, the diver's vital signs were normal, and he 
did not show any signs of distress despite his obvious 
wounds. Because he appeared stable and the bleeding 
was controlled, they chose to go to a nearby local clinic. 
Area hospitals are usually quite busy with patients, possibly 
causing a delay in treatment for this diver. 
 
They arrived at the local clinic just before 4 p.m., and the 
attending physician assumed care of the patient. The 
wounds were two parallel lacerations approximately 2 
inches long, a half-inch wide and more than an inch deep 
with some smaller adjacent puncture wounds. 
 
The doctor and his staff thoroughly cleaned the wounds, 
injected a local anesthetic and sutured the wounds closed. 
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Two internal sutures were used first in each wound as they required a multilayer closure. 
Before he completed the closure, the doctor placed a sterile wick to promote drainage. One of 
the small puncture wounds required a single suture to close. 
 
At the doctor's direction, a nurse administered a tetanus booster. The diver was discharged 
around 6 p.m., and his traveling companions escorted him to his hotel. 

Analysis 
 
This incident is an excellent reminder of why dive operators need to have a preexisting 
emergency action plan and not hesitate to implement it. It also serves to illustrate that any 
action plan needs to accommodate emergencies beyond those involving decompression 
illness. For dive crew, good first-aid skills for physical trauma are a must. 
 
The dive operator contacted local personnel who were familiar with local resources and made 
a decision based on their input and knowledge. The operator decided to transport the injured 
patient with the assistance of an EMT who was on the trip as well as a local lifeguard who was 
also an EMT. 
 
Medical evaluation and treatment are important with any injury in which the skin is penetrated 
in the marine environment. Seal and sea lion bites in particular have a very high probability of 
infection. The importance of proper cleaning and disinfection cannot be overstated, even with 
apparently small wounds. All such wounds should to be monitored for signs of infection for at 
least seven to 10 days. Those signs can include increased swelling, pain or tenderness at or 
around the wound, increased redness, foul-smelling discharge from the wound, red streaks 
extending away from the wound site, fever and nausea. 
 
Although it is not entirely clear why the sea lion bit the diver, a witness saw two bull sea lions 
fighting aggressively followed by one turning to flee from the other. The diver was 
approximately 50 feet away from them, but he was in the path of the fleeing animal and was 
bitten. Regardless of how playful or docile a marine animal may appear, we must not forget we 
are visitors to their environment and should remain keenly aware of their behavior. Be sure to 
learn how to observe and approach animals, and always follow experts' recommendations. 

Seal and Sea Lion Injury Management 
Contact with seals or sea lions can result in a serious infection by the bacterium leptospirosis, 
commonly known as "seal finger." Avoid feeding seals, as this will significantly reduce the 
likelihood of seal/human contact. Prevent contact between dogs and seals; diseases can be 
transmitted between them. 
 
Wash any wounds caused by seals or sea lions thoroughly with disinfectant, and dry them. 
Seek medical care for any injuries caused by these animals, as there is potential for serious 
long-term health implications. Be sure to tell the doctor you were bitten by a seal or sea lion. 
Watch carefully for unusual signs or symptoms for seven to 10 days, and go to the hospital if 
you feel unwell at any time. 
 

Randy Phares, Safety Officer 
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Scheduled Club Dives  
 

Clean-Up Dive, Saturday, September 21st, 8:30 a.m.   San Carlos Beach, Monterey 
 

In 2009, the Monterey Bay Sea Otter’s Dive Club adopted San Carlos Beach within the 
California Coastal Commission’s ‘Adopt a Beach’ program.  We now organize quarterly beach 
clean-ups that are both fun for divers and helpful to our environment. 
 
It’s that time once again Sea Otters!  We will be picking up debris on the topside of San Carlos 
Beach as well as underwater along the Breakwater Wall.  We want our adopted beach in tip-
top shape.  We will meet at 8:30 at the picnic tables that are close to the beach.  Non-diver 
guests are always welcome to join us because who doesn’t love a trash-free beach! 
 
Peet’s Coffee in Monterey will graciously donate their delicious coffee for this event and there 
will be perfectly paired doughnuts provided by the MBSO club.  All we have to do is hope for 
sunshine and a calm sea, which would make this a perfect dive day.  
 
Please bring a knife to cut fishing line and a goodie-bag to put your trashy collections in.  If you 
don’t have a goodie-bag, the club has some that we will happily loan out.  
 
We hope you will join us in cleaning our beautiful adopted beach! 
 
See you on Saturday, September 21st, the 35th annual International Beach Clean-Up Day! 
 

 
Members Appreciation BBQ and Dive, Saturday, September 28, 8:30 a.m.  Lovers Point 

Cove, Pacific Grove 
 
The Monterey Bay Sea Otters dive club will hold its annual Membership Appreciation BBQ and 
Dive on Saturday, September 28th.  This is a fun event for new and old divers and their families 
to come together and enjoy both the topside and underwater environments at Lovers Point.  
  

This year, in addition to a fun dive, we will 
attempt the Navigation Challenge again.  
Members wishing to participate in the 
challenge will go out in teams and attempt to 
collect objects along an underwater course.  
We have fabulous prizes to hand out as well.  
See President Mark’s article at the beginning 
of the newsletter for more details.  Dive 
Coordinator Corey will be overseeing the 
Navigation Challenge.   
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As with previous years, we will dive first, then 
eat, and some people will probably do a second 
dive.  The first dive briefing will be at 8:30 AM.  
While divers are out, we will fire up the grill for 
burgers and dogs.  We will eat around 11 AM.  
Members are asked to bring a side dish or 
dessert to share.  The club will provide 
beverages and shade.  To help with meal 
planning, please RSVP to Activities Director, 
Scott, at 
ActivitiesDirector@MontereyBaySeaOtters.org 
(or contact any board member) with the number 
of divers and non-divers, and what you plan to bring.   

 

After Work Dive, Friday, October 11th, 6:00 p.m.  MacAbee Beach, Monterey 

 
McAbee Beach is located at Cannery Row in Monterey.  The entry and exit for the dive is 
partially protected by the surrounding points and is mostly sand which makes entry and exit 
easier.  The biggest problem is to find a parking spot nearby at Cannery Row.  Don’t forget to 
bring quarters to feed the parking meters at the street ($1.50/hr).  It is a shallow dive site, but 
you only need to do a short surface swim and you are in 20 feet of water and can safely 
descend for your dive.  The recommended dive is to head in a northeastern direction until you 
are into the kelp at about 35 feet of water, then turn to the left, almost heading in a 
northwestern direction staying at about 30-35 feet of water.  Take your time diving here.  Look 
between and around the rocks.  Look into the cracks in the rocks.  The rocks are covered with 
colored invertebrates, nudibranchs, sponges, anemones, and tunicates.  You will also find 
pipes from the old canneries.  Don’t forget to look inside, because a lot of times it is 
somebody’s home nowadays.  We will meet at 6:00pm at the dive site, which is where 
Hoffman Ave. hits Cannery Row.  
 
General Guidelines for After Work & Night Dives: To participate in after work dives or night 
dives, divers must carry a minimum of two lights, one main light and one marker light (usually 
attached to the tank valve). The dive must be terminated if a person experiences a malfunction 
of his/her light(s). That is why carrying three lights is strongly recommended so that dive team 
can continue the dive if one diver’s light ceases to function. For everyone’s diving pleasure, the 
club would like to thank all participants for adhering to these recommendations for club dives.  

These dives are a lot of fun, come out and join us!  

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator or on MBSO Facebook page!! 
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Club Dive, Saturday, October 19th, 8:00 a.m.   

Stillwater Cove, Pebble Beach 
 

Have you ever gotten the accursed mal-de-mer on a 
dive boat making the run from Monterey to Carmel 
Bay?  If your captain was merciful, they would have 
likely ducked into the site of our October club dive to 
give upset stomachs a moment to settle and divers a 
chance to finish gearing up before jumping into the 
blue-green waters bracketing the dramatic pinnacles 

of Carmel Bay.  

The site has a name, Stillwater Cove, and it is 
recognized for its relatively undisturbed marine 
environment.  It’s near the Pebble Beach Golf Club 
(duck if you hear “fore!”), and The Beach and Tennis 
Club provides the coastal access from sunrise to 
sunset.  Stillwater is a very protected dive spot with 
many different dives contained within the cove.  
Standing on the beach you can see Pescadero Point 
to the right and Arrowhead Point to the left.  There is a 
stairway leading to a small sandy beach where you 
can launch small inflatables and kayaks.   

There is a $10 gate fee to gain access into Pebble Beach, but you can often get this waived by 
telling them you are heading for the coastal access.  At any rate, the free hot showers that we 
can use post-dive are worth the cost of admission!  Once you are done diving, you should plan 
to drive the entire world-famous 17 Mile Drive loop!  

Directions:  Located in the heart of Pebble Beach, the drive here is worth the effort, even if you 
are not going to dive!  Drive South of Carmel on Highway 1 to Ocean Ave. Take Ocean Ave 
West and turn right on San Antonio Ave.  Wind your way North until you find yourself on 
Carmel Way.  You will soon intersect with the famous 17 Mile Drive.  A gate guard will 
welcome you and may relieve you of some money for the privilege of hobnobbing with the Rich 
and Famous.  Travel North West for about 1 mile, and turn left on Palmero Way.  Travel 
approximately 1/2 mile and then make a left on to Cypress Drive for about 1/8 of a mile which 
ends at Stillwater Cove.  (photos by Randy Phares) 

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator or on MBSO Facebook page!! 
 

Pumpkin Carving Contest – Saturday, October 26, 2016 at 8:00 – San Carlos Beach 

The MBSO underwater pumpkin carving contest is an annual event.  We will meet at San 
Carlos beach at 8:30.  You have to bring your own pumpkin and carving tools.  We will then 
buddy up and everyone is free to choose their dive spot and depth with her/his dive buddy. 
Then it is time to hit the water for some pumpkin carving.  After the dive we will line the 
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pumpkins up and begin the judging.  Judging will be friendly amongst us and any passer-byers 
who wish to choose their favorites.  There will be a small prize for the winner.  

Here are the rules: 
•	Bring your own pumpkin and carving tools. It must be at least 6 inches in diameter.  

 

2015 Pumpkin carving contest – Photo by Wesley Sawyer  

• All carving must be done underwater. Carving includes drawing, removing the insides, 
or poking holes into the pumpkin. Underwater is not at home in your kitchen sink either. 
It is the sandy bottom of the ocean at San Carlos beach. You cannot draw on your 
pumpkin ahead of time but if you ambitious you may use an underwater stencil. 	

• You may make a small hole, no more than a 1⁄2 inch, on the top and bottom of the 
pumpkin, to allow air to escape. 	

• Judging will be done amongst ourselves and any passersby who wish to look. 	
• You must have the top of your pumpkin to be entered for judging, so do not lose it 

underwater. 	
• Keep it safe. We may be playing with sharp devices underwater. Please take this into 

account when positioning yourself to carve your pumpkin. An additional pound of lead 
can help you to stay safely on the ground. 	

• The finished pumpkin may not be adorned with items found in and around the ocean, ie 
puking-up kelp.	

Please RSVP for dives to dive coordinator or on MBSO Facebook page!! 
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Previous Dives 
 
 

Breakwater After-Work Dive 
My god, it’s full of...seals! 
 
For those who might not appreciate the brilliance of Stanley Kubrick’s 2001, A Space Odyssey, 
when the intrepid adventurer at the end of that seminal film crosses the final frontier of his 
journey, he discovers that his destination, to his considerable surprise, is filled with…stars. 
 
Such a bewildered response is pretty close to what Corey Penrose and Kendall Heisel 
discovered on the August After-work dive at Breakwater.  As we rolled up to the dive site, that 
ever-present group of energetic harbor seals and sea lions, whose seeming singular purpose 
is to delight tourists and small children, had moved further up the Breakwater wall, presumably 
due to ongoing construction by the US Coast Guard.   
 
Amused by this, Kendall and myself donned our gear on a very calm night, entered the water 
and began to swim out onto the dive site.  Typically, for night dives at the Breakwater, we will 
follow the wall out, drop down when it makes sense to do so, then enjoy the many animal 
interactions night dives at the Breakwater offers to divers. 
 
Tonight, however, the seals made such interactions…. well, a little nerve-racking.   
 
In an effort to work around this, we dropped down to the bottom in the middle of the cove and, 
hovering along the bottom, we swam towards the wall.  As we got closer and closer, the 
interactions with the seals began to increase.  Buzzing and darting madly, the Sea Lions and 
Harbor Seals were quite curious about the two of us and, once our dive lights were turned on, 
they spent a great deal of time, looking for the tasty dinner they hoped would be attracted to 
the glare of our dive lights. 
 
Disappointingly, for them, not many fish appeared (and I didn’t get any good seal shots, grrrrr) 
but the visibility was good, the conditions were ideal and the company on the dive was just 
grand.  After 40 minutes of bottom time, and a max depth of 34 feet, Kendall and myself 
returned to the parking lot to discuss what was, truly, one of the more interesting dives we’d 
ever done at Breakwater. 
 
If you missed it, you missed a fun dive. 
 
Corey Penrose, Dive Coordinator 
 

Other Dive Related Opportunities 
 
Sometimes it’s nice to splash in a new, exciting destination.   
 
 
Breakwater Scuba 
Bali November-December 2019 
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Raja Ampat January 2020 
 
And Backscatter has some interesting offers as well… 
Tulamben, Bali – Alam Batu  September 21-October1 
 
See our business sponsors page for contact info! 
 
 

Classes 
 
Aquarius Dive Shop  www.aquariusdivers.com 
We can arrange classes for practically any PADI specialty to suit your requirements. Please call 
(831) 375-1933 for more information. 
 
Bamboo Reef  www.bambooreef.com 
Open Water Class usually begins the third Tuesday of the month. Bamboo Reef welcomes 
arrangements for one-on-one instruction. In addition, any specialty or advanced course can be 
set up with a minimum of two divers. Please call (831) 372-1685 for more information. 
CSUMB – NAUI certification and classes. 

 
Breakwater Scuba  www.breakwaterscuba.com 

Instruction from beginner to advanced tech diving, including rebreathers. 
 

Membership 
The MONTEREY BAY SEA OTTERS  
 

• Promote diving for education and pleasure, under observation of the highest safety 
standards.  

• Provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information, education, and training.  
• Strongly encourage continuing education, environmental conservation, good 

sportsmanship, and cooperation with all other users of the marine environment.  
• Provide a network of dive buddies who believe in the ideals of this club.  
• Please follow link to the club website for more information or email: 

info@montereybayseaotters.org 
 

MBSO Club Dive Guidance 
The Monterey Bay Sea Otters dive club welcomes all certified divers to join club dives. For the 
diving pleasure of all participants, divers shall follow the following recommendations set forth by 
the club: 
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A diver may participate as a guest for one dive, after which they are encouraged to officially join 
the club and pay the yearly dues. If a diver has not participated in a cold water dive during the 
past 6 months or exhibits irresponsible or unsafe behavior, the Beach Marshal may exclude 
them from the club dive and refer the diver to a local dive shop for an equipment check and 
refresher course. 
 
Attendance at the dive briefing is mandatory for participants. 
All club dives will also be posted on our Facebook page and also a reminder email with more 
details will be sent out a few days before the dive.   Please note that in order to better prepare 
for these dives, we kindly ask that if you are in fact planning on attending a club dive, let us know 
prior to the dive.  We would like to encourage divers to bring along a mesh bag to club dives, in 
order to assist in collecting any trash found in the ocean.   
  
If we have to change dive location or cancel a dive, the Dive Coordinator (Corey Penrose) will 
send out an email to all club members and the divers/guests, who already contacted them.  
 
 
General Guidelines For After Work & Night Dives: 
 
To participate in after work dives or night dives, divers must carry a minimum of two lights: one 
main light and a back-up light.  In addition, divers should attach a colored marker light to their 
tank valve.  Be sure to check your batteries before you arrive. 
 
For everyone’s diving pleasure the club would like to thank all participants for adhering to these 
recommendations for club dives. 
 

Editor’s Note 
The Otter Limits arrives just in time to get you excited for our monthly meeting and remind you 
of our upcoming dives.  In an attempt to provide a steady publication date, all material, and 
reports, need to be submitted to the editor no later than the 3rd Wednesday of each month for 
publication. Any SCUBA related articles are welcomed and appreciated and will be included as 
space allows. Any high-quality underwater pictures are appreciated. Please email to 
newslettereditor@montereybayseaotters.org.   
 
The newsletter has a section for member-led events.  If you have an idea, please submit it to a 
board member for inclusion. 
 
 
 

Other Events 
This from Walan and CSUMB… 
 
Our school would like to invite you to attend next week's seminar on Monday, September 23rd, 
2019 from 4pm - 5pm on the first floor of Chapman Science Academic Center in Room E-104. 
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The closest parking lots are 13, 59, and 71. Parking lots 59 and 71 are the largest, and always 
have plenty of parking available.  Please note that CSUMB requires parking permits 24/7, and 
does not have reciprocal parking with other schools. 
 
Speaker: Dr Tori Derr, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies, CSUMB 
  
Seminar Title: “Knowing is not enough: Shifting environmental education towards participatory 
action” 
 
Summary: Environmental education has historically focused on increasing awareness, often 
with less impact on political, institutional, or behavioral change. Yet more than 40 years of 
participatory practice with children and youth provide a pathway for sustained environmental 
action, in which young people can be partners in both identifying and taking action. This 
presentation will share examples of such practices, from both international and local contexts, 
to consider a way to work with young people, in the creation of a world worth sustaining. 
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Local Sponsors 
 

                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See you next month, Sea Otters! 

Free air fills to club members. Limit 2 per day. 
10% discount on merchandise

 

 

 
Phone: (831) 375-1933  

Dive Conditions Line: (831) 657-1020 
Free air fills to club members.  20% discount on gear 

servicing 

Kindly donating coffee for the MBSO beach clean-up  
 

See Kendall for special MBSO pricing! 
 

 

 
 

Call for special MBSO pricing

 

225 Cannery Row 
Monterey, CA 93940 
831.717.4546 
www.breakwaterscuba.com 
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Monterey Bay Sea Otters 2019 Dive Calendar 

JANUARY  
S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
 

11 After-work: San Carlos 
Beach 

19 Clean-up Dive:  
San Carlos Beach  

26 Dive: Carmel River 
Beach (Stewart’s Point) 

30 Club meeting.  Presenter 
and Board Nominations 

 
 

 JULY  
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

       
 

12 After-work: MacAbee 
Beach 

20 Clean-up Dive: San 
Carlos Beach 

27    Dive: Copper Roof 
31 Club meeting 
 

     
FEBRUARY 

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28   

 

8 After-work: Lovers Cove 
23    Dive: Stillwater Cove 
 Backup: McAbee Beach 
27 Club meeting.  Presenter 

and Board Elections 
 

 AUGUST  
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

9 After-work: San Carlos 
24  North Monastery 
28  Club meeting 

     
MARCH  

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

8 After-work: MacAbee 
Beach 

23    Dive:  Butterfly House 
27 Club Meeting       
 
           
 
 

 SEPTEMBER  
S M T W Th F S 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      

 

13 After-work: Lovers Cove 
21 Coastal Clean-up Day: 

San Carlos Beach 
25 Club meeting 
28 Dive:  Club BBQ and 

Dive: Lovers Cove 
 
 
 

     
APRIL 

S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     

       
 

12 After-work: San Carlos 
Beach 

20 Clean-up Dive:  
San Carlos Beach 

24 Club meeting  
27 Dive: North Monastery 
 

 OCTOBER 
S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

 

11 After-work:  MacAbee 
Beach 

19   Dive:  Stillwater Cove 
       Backup: San Carlos 
26 Pumpkin Carving Contest:  

San Carlos Beach 
30   Club meeting 
 

     
MAY 

S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

10 After-work: Wharf II 
25 Dive:  Metridium Fields 
 Backup: Breakwater 
29 Club meeting 
 
 
 

 

 NOVEMBER 
S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

8 After-work:  Wharf II 
23 Dive: Butterfly House       

Backup: Lovers Cove 
 

     
JUNE 

S M T W Th F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       
 

14 After-work: Coral Street 
22 Dive: Boat Dive, 

Beachhopper II 
26 Club meeting 
 

  

 DECEMBER 
S M T W Th F S 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

TBA  MBSO Club Holiday Party 
              
 
 
 

 *Dive Locations are subject to change.  Changed Info in RED 
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2019 Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT      Mark Holman president@montereybayseaotters.org 

VICE PRESIDENT      Tom Hubbard                     vicepresident@montereybayseaotters.org 

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR      Scott McReynolds activitiesdirector@montereybayseaotters.org 

DIVE COORDINATOR      Corey Penrose  divecoordinator@montereybayseaotters.org 

SECRETARY      Caleb Lawrence secretary@montereybayseaotters.org 

TREASURER      Walan Chang treasurer@montereybayseaotters.org 

SAFETY OFFICER       Randy Phares safetyofficer@montereybayseaotters.org 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR       Matthew Denecour newslettereditor@montereybayseaotters.org 

http://montereybayseaotters.org/ Webmaster –  Corey Penrose                                 Facebook 


